Diseases of the gall-bladder are of immediate and practical interest to both the physician and the surgeon. They may rank as common, but they never can be commonplace, and, since some of our greatest concerns arise from the uncommon features of common diseases, there is perhaps a useful purpose to be served in presenting a rapid review of this subject.
Surgical treatment is probably the least of the difficulties to be combated. Superior to treatment, in the minds of investigators, rise the great questions of physiology, pathology, etiology, and diagnosis. The 
